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Abstract

Attitudes towards practical welfare issues of dairy cows were evaluated based on a
questionnaire answered by 500 dairy farmers, 27 veterinarians and 13 instructors.

Initially, the effect of demographic characteristics on attitudes towards cattle welfare
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was tested. Professionally, five themes were identified: Welfare awareness effect on
productivity, knowledge regarding cattle's senses and social structure, man-animal
interactions effects on milk yield, pain perception and prevention, and veterinarians-
farmer's knowledge transfer.

Veterinarians showed high awareness in subjects of social structure, senses of cows and
pain perception. Welfare awareness of farmers had a positive effect on milk yield, and
well aware to the influence of man-animal relationship around milking, stress effect on
milk yield, and possible effect of man's behavior on heifers and cows. Enhanced
awareness of farmers positively affected milk yield; farms who scored under 50 on the
survey, had a mean annual milk yield of 11,167+250 Liter/cow, whereas farms with
scores between 89-100 had a mean yearly milk yield of 12,162+259 liter/cow. No effect

of scoring was seen on milk fat, protein content and somatic cell count.

There are minor differences between farmers and veterinarians regarding pain
perception, mostly involving mutilation procedures. Regarding mutilation procedures,
all veterinarians and 71% of farmers think disbudding (using caustic paste up to two
weeks of age) should be performed under pain relief medications. 63% of farmers think
that cold branding is a painful procedure, whereas 92.6% of veterinarians believe this
procedure requires pain medication.

96% of the veterinarians stated that they instruct farmers to apply medical therapy in a
designated shed, rather than in the milking parlor to prevent negative association
between pain and milking. However, only 74.5% of the farmers follow those
instructions. 92.6% of the vets think cold branding requires pain medication, but only
63% instruct the farmers to do so.

Veterinarians were asked to their mode of action when a repeated welfare problem at
the farm is remaining unsolved. 28% answered they only give a remark, 34% insist on
solving the problem without the help of the further professional assistant, and 38% do
turn to different professional parties.

The survey demonstrates the positive effect of professional training and guidance on
the farmers' awareness to cattle welfare. However, it reveals the differences between
both parties’ knowledge, and emphasizes the need for better communication between
the veterinary practitioner and the farmer. In addition, Proper guidance could minimize

knowledge gaps and improve practical welfare at the farms.
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The Five Domains Model
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